Humane Education

wear them ; and who talk also as though our
little life were not rounded by a sleep, with
something beyond it. They will be on the
ramp when the world settles down ; the dons
(who feel very solitary and timid and unsup-
ported) may not realise how much backing
they can command if they only begin to fight;
and some supporters of the humanities ridicu-
lously and disastrously argue as if Greek and
Latin were the only indispensables and the
endowment of scientific research somehow
incompatible with them. They would be
better advised to yield a little as to compulsory
classics, and to endeavour to secure that if
Greek and Latin be not compulsorily studied,
then the literature and history of England
should be. We should never have had half
the uproar about the classics if their more
pedantic and conventional champions had
not so systematically ignored the claims of
English, which is, after all, even more im-
portant for us than Latin and Greek. It is a
good thing, to know Homer, but it is pre-
posterous for an Englishman to know Homer
and never to have opened Chaucer. If the
humanities are to be saved, the ground of
defence will have to be shifted a little.